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WEST PAC 1964



MISSION OF THE USS SKAGIT

SKAGIT is one of two AKA in Amphibious Squadron FIVE
operating under COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS FORCES U.S.
PACIFIC FLEET. The mission of SKAGIT, alona with other AKA
is to combat load, transport and land assault equipment with
attendant personnel, ammunition ond supplies on hostile
beaches by means of embarked landing craft. These landing
craft are the primary weapon of SKAGIT and they stand ready
to land on any beach to fulfill their role in carrying out the
policies of the United States in support of our allies, in an
unceasing effort to preserve peace and the freewill of pecple

throughout the world . ..






CAPTAIN A, A. CLARK III, U.S. NAVY

Born: Apnil 8, 1917—Pasadena, California
Fresno State College

U.S. Naval Academy, Closs of 1941

CO, USS CARMICK (DMS-33) (EX-DD-495)
Flag Secretary COMSERVPAC

COffice of Chief of Noval Operations
COMINRON Nine

Home: Fresno, California

Calitornia Maritime Academy

CO, USS HOVEY (DMS-11) |(EX-DD-208) WW I
NROTC Sranford University—Instructor

CO, USS CUNNINGHAM (DD-752); Korean War
JUSMAG Greece

Office of Chief of Naval Operations

Married April 8, 1942 to former Miss Pavohi WODEHOUSE of Honoluly; three sons—20, 17, and
11. The oldest son is a codet at the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.

COMMANDING OFFICER



COMMANDER GORDON R. PHILLIPS, USNR

Commander Phillips reported on board from the U.S. Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Troining
Center, Omoho, Nebraska, where he served as Commanding Officer. Previously he had duty with
the SEVENTH FLEET as OinC, Task Unit 73.1.5 home-ported in Yokosuka, Japan. Commander
Phillips is also familiar with SIXTH FLEET operations, hoving served as Executive Officer in USS
CHLORIS (ARV-4) for two years,

During the Korean War he served as Executive Officer in the USS ELECTRON (AKS-27) and USS
HITICHITI (ATF-103). Both ships porticipated in the Wonson and Hungnam operations. Prior to
this he served in the USS PINE ISLAND (AV-12) as Ass’t. Operations Officer while the ship was
attached to the Formosa Patrol Force.

Attended General Motors Institute of Technology, Flint, Michigan, and received his Bachelor of
Science, Industrial Engineering from Michigan State College.

Commander Phillips was married Sept. 8, 1957 to the former Miss Shirley Brown of Wichita,
Kansas; they have two sons, Shields, age 3, ond Martin, 4 months born during this WestPac
Cruise.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER



AMPHIBIOUS FORCE SEVENTH FLEET

Recognizing the need for a permanently deployed Amphibious Com-
mand in the Western Pacific, the Chief of Naval Operations in the fall
of 1961 designated Amphibious Group One as Commander Amphib-
ious Force, U.S. SEVENTH FLEET. Later, the Squadrons were established
on a rotating basis. The staff is now home ported at Subic Bay, Luzon,
Republic of the Philippines. This force serves as a visible and significant
reminder that the United States stands ready fo honor its commit-
ments to SEATO and with all allies in the Far East. Operation LIGTAS
conducted in May and June of 1964 was a demonstration of the ability
of AMPHIBIOUS FORCE SEVENTH FLEET to carry out its commitments.

The force, with its normal composition including a versatile assembly
of ships, continues to fulfill its mission for movement of troops as re-
quired, and maintains its readiness to conduct amphibious operations
in any area throughout the Western Pacific. A portion of the ships are
kept “‘combat loaded'' ot all times, with troops and equipment ready
for immediate action whenever or wherever needed. In addition, the
experience and readiness of the force is continuously enhanced by
training exercises with our allies. All units are prepared and available
on call to carry out the traditions of “"Ready First.”

The Third Marine Division is the ground "muscle’” of the Fleet Marine
Force, Seventh Fleet. Located for the most part on Okinawa, the Third
Marine Division is the ground assault force that would be utilized by
Commander, Seventh Fleet, in any trouble spot in the Far East.

One Battalion Landing Tearn from the Division is embarked in ships of
the Amphibious Ready Force at all times. This often includes an LPH
lamphibious assault shipl with a Marine helicopter squadron, adding
a vertical assault capability to this ready force.

The primary mission of the First Marine Aircraft Wing, with Head-
quarters at lwakuni, Japan, is to provide close air support and transport
capabilities for the Third Marine Division, and to provide o variety of air
operations, as required, in support of the Seventh Fleet.

The USS SKAGIT (AKA-105) was attached to Amphibious Force, U.S.
SEVENTH FLEET from 6 February to 20 July 1964.
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1ST DIVISION

Forward of the superstructure, that's there they toiled A bond of hecrty soiloss turned 1o their task. From
the beoch at Che Cheng o Yokosuka, Jopan not o |ob wos too tough nor o challenge turned down

First Division, the pride of the ship, was led by thoie able warriors, Chief Ritchie ond Oxford 8M1, Reanhock
and Ruble, Mobson, Hudson and Waddall, these were the petty officers and leaders of men

Whether it wai loading carge ot “splashing’ the boats, this was a division that could handle the job. A 96,2
was wored in o graded asavlt boat award exercise, Genecal Quarters, Condition 1 ALFA, supervising Mary
Soo, alvo were parformed with the skill of peofessionals, These were the responsibiilities, thews were the

man of the Deck Department’'s First Division
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Front Rowi W, L Costfeberry, G. L Nienkedk, R. Odum, E Mihall, £ 8 Loudenbac
Mukdle Row: F.J Porter, ). P. Shon, 1 L Breylen, L A Yeong, B L Johaon, L L Ritchie, BMC

Bock Rgw, J. P, Wolle, D. & LoTarte, O T Prescenr, A N Warden. ). 7. Asher

2ND DIVISION

. P. Nanger, ENS. Rydnen

Theoughout Operations “'Bockpack,' “ligtas,” und
"Osdex,'' thae meﬁ of Second Division took en many
and various tasks, They chipped ond painted the
weother decks, operoted and maintoined two 35 fon
copacity swinging booms, ond looded Hondclosp
material into the vast, coverncus holds oft of tha
superstruciure.

“"Away all boatsl” That's the phrase that signifies
the SKAGIT's landing craft are going into the watar
And Into the water they went so fast the ship set o
new recard for launching its sixteen landing croft

The men played hard as well as worked hard. Many
reloxing hours were spent swimming In the warm
tropical waters off the sandy shores of Manadi and
Grande Islonds.

It waos a fine crulse, and the men of Secand learned
how warm and friendly the people of other nations
are; ot the same time improving SKAGITs already
officient operational readiness
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AWAY ALL BOATS the arduous work of placing a 32 ton Mike Boa! inte reugh water from a rocking-rolling ship in

! precise way which will nat strain the geor or endanger the safety of the men workir g on the haich. Chipping and
painting and chipp ng agam the routine daily tatks of the Boat Group thot tend to throw the crew Into a state of lett Qrgy
nd occasionally depression. All else s forgotten and the crew springs 1o action like a disturbed panther when the orde
AWAY ALL BOATS is possed over the 1-MC by Debark Cantrel. The THIRD DIVISION has one responsibllity that overshod

| )

ows all others, Put those troops oshore at the right place and oo tima. Now transpoit onto the beoch everything the

1ssoult froops need to gain their objective and held it

The SKEAGIT is squipped with sixteen land ng craft ond sixteen ossault boat crews 10 fulfill these responsibilities. Oper

tions BACKPACK LIGTAS and OSDEX were combat demonstrations of what and how the THIRD DIVISION will act and
function whan the forces on the beach are enemy instead of friendly. Hour after haur in all kinds of waather ond ma Y

times on C rations, they koop ot the task until the job Is completed . HOIST ALL BOATS - All men and 11go salely ashore

The b

at aroup must rely haavily on "A" and "R" division and combined they have formed gquite a team, There are

no doubts obout how the Boat Group will perfarm when the chips ore down. The Group's averall performance, capped by

1"

1= winning of the Assault Boor Coxswain Aword, proved what had alrecdy been known -THEY ARE READY
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Knoelings 8. 3 Klonke, P, K. Domel, A, J. Thomean
Stondag: ENS. Karineh, N. D. Leman, M. V. Whitney, F. R Frisbel, G. W. Bancroft

Fourth Division’s major responsibility lies with
the SKAGIT'S four 40 MM twin mounts with their
motching dimectors. Our tosk is basicolly one of
maintenance, moking sure the SKAGIT'S ‘gumns
answer the call of General Quarters with smooth
and sound opecation. From the SKAGIT coar of
arms, proudly painted an eoch mount, to the in.
tricote firing linkages, one can see o reflection of
pride in the work of the Gunners Mates ond Fire
Control Technicions. A stotic excitement can be
felt throughout the ship when hints of a coming

firing exercise orise. As the guns blaze their woy
through ALFA and BRAVO exercises, all hands
pause, for a moment of silent thankfulness — —
thankful that this is just an exercise and relative
peace reigns throughout the world







OPERATIONS







The GPB!AWONS Department, headed by LCOR AJ MCFADDR‘J s probob‘y best
l:novmosﬂn “ayes ond ears” of the ship. OurOPSmm. dnmmﬁudbymo
motto on the tile deck of the Operations Department berthing compartment—
"VIGILANCE — s eompmd of four rates: Sgnolmen, M«m Rodompn and
Eloctronics Technicia

The SIGNAL GANG, whether in port oc of sea, generally find encugh to do to keep
plenty buty on watch. If they ore not occupied with running up a hoist (with
encugh flags in it to full dress ship), they ore blinking their light or squinting
theough their binoculors trying to find cut who that smoll tramp steamer Is that is_
crassing the harizan. Their flashing lights, semaphore flogs, and floghoists take
core of almost our entite communication lood while steaming in company.

The test of the ship's external communications are token cate of by the RADIO-
MEN, From the Navigator's weather messoges to Supply Department's requisi-
ﬂcm,thcyllmwnmhllmyomdthnworld.ﬂmm gets 10
the right person in a matter of minutes.



The RADARMEN “sit ot the scope” and ore experts ot telling the intricote story told by rodar, Whether
we are steaming with dozens of ships, as In exercites "BACKPACK™ and "LIGTAS," or independently, pre-
dictions, recommendations and information that comes out of CIC make life of seo a little safer.

ilOl'!

Knesling: L1G. Fachinger

The temaining men in the department are those who do the most 1o keep operations nunning, the
ELECTRONIC TECHNICIANS. If the rodar quits radiating or the tronsmitters stop transmitting, it's
a safe bet there'll be an ET there momentarily to breoch the gap.
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Ta find a mon from “A" DIVISION vou eould loak onywhere on the ship, for they ore responsible for
keeping the ship's auxiliory equipment in operation. They can be found working on the ship's sixteen ossoult
boats of keeping the engines in top thope for our amphibious opemtions. A mon can olways be found guard
ing the evoporaters to see thal they moke the best possible water for the ship's use, When underway
they mon the emaergency diess! and ofter-steering to be ready for any possible trouble, If o piece of
.

equipment is not connected with the moin engines you can find o mon from A DIVISION responsible

for I1s core and maintenance
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Ereeliig. 1. B Butser, B O. Masen, M. Scotr, £ ). Berry, D. £ Lombert

tandes LTJG. Vooghn

W. Osbarn, A D Harper, J. W, Westall, 2 F, Lamem, P. W. Lovings, T. A Con. W. P. Millar, L. G, Ececken

DIVISION
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Kroaling: W. Colbreath 1 B Luttredl, B W lew C L
Samnding: LTI0. Youghan W. C Dichen, G, L Slinkoed
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Geddard, A, F. Kamakoris
M. P. Hobet, W. H. Com
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R. Cotrom, D, C. Lumdd, R, N. Jockson, MML

This sweaty gong from the bilges so clean did an
axcellent job through the cruise;

They toiled and they troubled with efforts redoubled
in dugarees, dress whites, ond dress blues

Though the heot and the noise ond the mony long
wotches ware unpleasont and energy sopping,

There was ne'sr o complaint from o one of these
men while they were working, on liberty, or
napping,

The mochinery wos run with nary a blunder, and
the repairs were completed with core;

The spacas were kept in immaculate condition though
there wos never ¢ breath of fresh air.

So credit is given to Jockson and Gerwlg ond to
Luttrell, Slinkard, ond Lew,

And to each of the members of M DIVISION the
highest of proise is due,






but hove

GGR"
DIVISION

DIVISION s composed of

) ratings, SHIPFITTER and DAM AGE CONTROLMAN

These men are very small in number,

momaent sponsitiilities. Ssme of thair duties are: Corpentering, Pipefitting, Sheetmetal work, repair and

mointanance of y'e hull and dom g0 confrol work Iwhich consists of lire "ngr‘hl'v__j atomic r:-",h‘n;:n'nj)l, and

hemicol arfo el The division particularly temembers the many hours put in on repaiting the ramps of the
KAGITS "M boats. Al the reconditioning of the coptain s gig and he

construction of a swing set and mernry-go
of Hong Kong

e i All Trodes but Master of None'' would not be correct to describe SKAGIT 'R chivision men They a
151 ot mony

re. in foct









