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SAN DIEGO
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1 NOV
10 NOV
18 NOV
27 NOV
4 DEC
10 DEC
20 DEC
31 DEC
9 JAN
16 JAN
22 JAN
28 JAN
17 FEB
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300CT
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13 JAN
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22 FEB
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USS SKAGIT

The SKAGIT is one of two attack cargo ships in Amphibious Squadron Five operating

under Commander Amphibious Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet. Her home port is San Diego,

California. The mission of the SKAGIT, along with other AKA% 15 to combar load,
and land assault equipment with attendant personnel, ammunition, and supplies on
beaches by means of embarked landing craft. The ship seldom acts singly but in company
with other units. The success of amphibious landings leans heavily on the teamwork

of all participating units.



HISTORY OF THE U.S.S. SKAGIT
(AKA-105)

The USS SKAGIT (AKA-105) was built by the North Caralina Shipbuilding Company,
Wilmington, North Carolina, and was converted for use by the UL S. Navy by the Bethlehem Steel
Company Shipyard, Brooklyn, New York.

The SKAGIT was placed in full commission in May 1945 with Commander H. R. Parker,
U. S. Navy assuming command as her first commanding Oificer. The ship was named after
Skagit County, Washington,

After a shakedown cruise 1o Marscilles, France, she sailed to Japan in time to participate in the
Japanese surrender ceremonies, The SKAGIT then took part in the evacuation of the North China
area in which large quantities of military equipment and personnel were involved.

During the Korean conflict, the SKAGIT aided in the evacuation of troops from Inchon
and participated in a demonstration landing at enemy held Kojo, in North Korea. In August, 1954,
the ship was on hand to evacuare Vietnamese refugees from Haiphong, Northern French Indo-
China, in the famous **Passage to Freedom™ Operation. In August, 1960 the ship made the annual
resupply run to the Pribilof Island in the Bering Sea, and returned with a four million dollar cargo
of seal skins,

In August 1964 SKAGIT completed a 7 month tour in the Western Pacific in which she
participated in several amphibious landing exercises, Among these were the Operation BACK-
PACK, held in conjunction with the Chinese Nationalists on the southern shores of Taiwan,
Openation LIGTAS, a SEATO esercise held in the Philippines, and Operation OSDEX, an over-
the-shore discharge of cargo held on the castern shores of South Korea in conjunction with the
U1.S. 8th Army and the Republic of Korea Army, Commander SEVENTH Fleet, and Commander
Amphibious Group ONE commended SKAGIT for outstanding performance during Operation
OSDEX.

On 8 August 1964, the message the entire ship’s company had been expecting arrived.
SKAGIT was authorized to display, from 14 August 1964 to 14 October, 1965, the Crossed
Anchors of the Amphibious Assualt Award, the Red “E" of the Engineering Excellence Award,
and the Green “C” of the Communications Excellence Award, These awards arc well deserved
recognition for outstanding performances and untald hours of hard work by the departments
concerned.

On 14 August 1964, Captain William M, McCulley Jr. relieved Captain Asa A, Clark 111 as
Commanding Officer of SKAGIT.

On 5 February 1965 SKAGIT deployed for Hawaii with other Amphibious units as a part
of Operation SILVERLANCE. Due to the Vietnam situation, SKAGIT was removed from
SILVERLANCE and transported Marines and their equipment from Hawaii ro Okinawa. Upon
departing Okinawa, SKAGIT visited Yokosuka, Japan for voyage repaiss.

In the summer of 1965 SKAGIT was
sclected best “Small Mess” in the annual
competition for the famed NEY Award,
which signifies the best mess in the entire
Navy. In May of 1965 the SKAGIT
celebrated her 20th  Anniversary of Com-
missicned Service in the U, S. Navy by the
cutting of a ceremonial cake by Captain
Wilii: -1 M. McCaulley Ir.







